Window and Door Fabricators Beware!

'There has recently been a certain amount of publicity in the trade press surrounding the Harmonised European Standard EN 14351:1-2006, but sadly it appears to have had little or no effect with the majority of organisations concerned. The standard was cited within the 'Official Journal' on 13th December 2006, thus providing the start date 1st February 2007 (when CE marking may be applied to the product) and end date 1st February 2009 for the co-existence period (when it will be mandatory to comply with the Construction Product Regulations).

‘CENSolutions Ltd, the UK's leading Consultancy & Testing company, have been implementing EN 14351 Factory Production Control Systems (FPC's) for at least the last 12 months. We have taken a number of companies through the process ensuring that come the 1st February 2009 they are compliant with the standard and cannot be challenged by Trading Standards for trading illegally. What is puzzling is the lack of debate coming from the hardware manufacturers and the window and door system suppliers, since it goes without saying that potentially their fabricator base is at risk of being challenged on or after the 1st February 2009. At that point they may face a fine up to level 5 (£5000) and/or a custodial sentence. Trading Standards are the body who have the responsibility for policing this and can pursue this through the courts if they wish. 

‘So, what are the other implications of non-compliance? Certainly in the current trading climate, if an EN 14351 compliant company can identify a non-compliant competitor and cause them some inconvenience and embarrassment, this will almost certainly happen. In addition, sales people will have the opportunity to use this as a tool to potentially discredit competitors. This is not a scenario that CENSolutions Ltd wish to see occur. We have defined all the mandatory requirements and, along with the GGF and B M Trada, have previously publicly stated these in the trade press. Unfortunately, the majority of the industry has still to be galvanised into ensuring their compliance with the standard. At the time of going to press, however, we understand that the British Plastics Federation has recently met and has firmly stated to its membership that EN 14351 now needs to be addressed and implemented by all fabricators.

‘The mandatory requirements of EN 14351-1:2006 that require defining or have information supplied are as follows;

* Clause 4.6 - Dangerous Substances
* Clause 4.8 - Load Bearing Capacity of Safety Devices
* Clause 4.12 - Thermal Transmittance
* Clause 7.3 - Factory Production Control

‘CENSolutions Ltd has considerable experience of implementing FPC's into all types of window and door fabricators irrespective of whether the system be PVCu, timber, aluminium or steel. We have the appropriate knowledge and experience to make the process as smooth and pain-free as possible. 

‘To summarise, from 1st February 2009 any fabricator placing windows and doors on the market needs to have:

* test evidence from a notified test laboratory (where necessary).
* a fully documented factory production control system incorporating the mandatory requirements previously mentioned
* made a declaration that their products conform to BS EN 14351-1. 

‘Failure to undertake this task will mean you are breaking the law and could face a fine and/or custodial sentence. If you have been struggling to get advice or information on the requirements of EN 14351, please feel free to contact CENSolutions Ltd for free independent advice on your next steps towards continued legal trading.’

Web: http://www.censolutions.com
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