Letter to the Editor Published in the Gl@zine 3rd March 2009.
Dear  Nathan
There have been numerous items in the Gl@zine over recent months regarding Window Energy Ratings (WERs), which is a welcomed method for window manufacturers to demonstrate differences between the thermal efficiency of their product and other less thermally efficient products on the market. However, little has been mentioned of the changes in building regulations and of EN 14351, which are both going to be implemented in 2010.

In respect to building regulations we have been told that the changes in 2010, 2013 and 2016 are still in the discussion stage and nothing has been decided yet. One fact is obvious and that is that, with the pressure on the government to reduce greenhouse emissions, the current U-values for fenestration products will continue to be reduced. For 2010, windows will almost certainly move to BFRC C-rated as a minimum. This will bring pressure on to all window manufacturers (pvcu, timber, aluminium and steel) to be able to prove their windows comply.

Pressure will also be exerted onto IGU manufacturers to produce more thermally efficient sealed units, almost certainly requiring the use of either gas, warm edge technology spacer bars and specialist glasses or a combination of all three. Indeed, attaining EN 1279 Part 3 will become a pre-requisite to supplying the higher rated windows.

With regards to EN14351, all window fabricators now have less than 12 months to implement Factory Production Control (FPC) systems. The UK requirements also include a need to obtain ratified thermal transmittance information in order to satisfy Building regulations.

Perhaps, by CENSolutions raising this issue now it will be brought more out into the open and other key suppliers to the fenestration industry can subsequently contribute further to this discussion? For further details, please contact us via our website at www.censolutions.com . 

Yours sincerely
Dave Frost
CENSolutions


RETURN TO HOME PAGE
[image: image1.jpg]



