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Goodbye old standards hello new!

EN 14351, the harmonised European Standard for windows and doors is fast approaching - are you prepared? 

Having for many years provided it’s interpretations on CE Marking and European Standards by placement of articles in the trade press, CENSolutions Ltd., the UK’s leading technical consultancy and testing provider to the fenestration industry, has been pleased to see that recently there has been a little more publicity regarding the above mentioned EN 14351 standard. Some have provided good advice while others have provided conflicting or contradictory information. Wayne Rogerson, Joint Managing Director of CENSolutions Ltd. Has, however, been impressed by the refreshing approach being taken by one aluminium system supplier. To ensure that all it’s fabricators will have a smooth transition to comply with EN 14351 by the deadline date of the 1st February 2009 this foresighted supplier has put it’s interpretations and implications of the standard into writing for the benefit of their customer base.

Wayne Rogerson remains concerned, however, by comments elsewhere such as ‘manufacturers do not have to CE Mark’ and also that people still seem to be more concerned about British Standards. The bottom line is that any conflicting national standards have to be withdrawn. So why are we wasting time, energy and resources on revisions to standards like BS 7412, BS 644, BS 4873, BS 6375? 

A good example is BS 6375-1___(Classification for weathertightness and guidance on selection and specification). Although this standard was revised and reissued in 2004, it still makes reference to the EN’s, for example:-

· EN 12207 is the classification for air permeability. 

· 12208 is the watertightness classification. 

· 12210 is the resistance to wind load classification,.

BS 6375 also states that they need to be tested in accordance with EN 1026, EN 1027 and EN 12211. With these European Norms being as good as if not better than BS 6375, why is BS 6375 still around? It also begs the question ‘why waste the time and money in carrying out this irrelevant revision? 

The fact is that by still promoting and pushing the BS’s, the Industry Bodies are deflecting people’s attention away from the more important issue of the European Standards and the Construction Products Directive (89/106/EEC). The Directive has been around for some years and whilst it should be well known that CE Marking is not compulsory in the UK, what appears to be not quite so well known is that it is mandatory to comply with the Directive and it’s associated standards. The majority of window and door fabricators do not want to go down a third party accredited route due to the unnecessary expense involved and as such will only require to be compliant to EN 14351. This is why it is so important that EN 14351 gets sufficient publicity and exposure to properly inform the thousands of manufacturers in the UK who need to be aware of what’s happening.

The Construction Products Directive has already affected a large number of manufacturers of products used in the fenestration industry including EN 12150 (Toughened Safety Glass – mandatory on 1st September 2006) and EN 1279 (Insulating Glass Units – mandatory on 1st March 2007). Now it’s the turn of window and door manufacturers to come under the spotlight.

So what is EN 14351? It is a new Harmonised European Standard for windows and doors regardless of material (UPV-c, Aluminium, Timber or Steel). All manufacturers of windows and doors will have to comply with the standard by 1st February 2009. Failure to do so will mean that the company is trading illegally. Where manufacturers of windows and doors are found to be non-compliant, it is understood that Trading Standards Officers will have powers to apply, if necessary, for custodial sentences of up to 3 months and/or a fine of up to £5000. Indeed they may also force the manufacturer to cease trading. 

So what do the manufacturers of windows and doors need to do to remain within the law? There are 4 mandatory requirements: 

· Implementation of a system of Factory Production Control (FPC) 

· termination of Dangerous substances (Information from the system supplier) 

· termination of the Load bearing capacity of safety devices (Information from the supplier of those particular hardware items, tested to EN 14609, EN 958) 

· termination of Thermal transmittance (Calculations using EN 10077, or hot box testing to EN 12567)

CENSolutions are well aware that other Member States in Europe are up to speed on EN 14351 and that since some leading Pan European system suppliers are ahead of the game, their fabricators will be provided with the necessary information in anticipation of 1st February 2009. The question is, how are we, the UK fenestration industry going to respond to this challenge? It is sincerely hoped that we can respond quickly and that we do not find ourselves lagging behind the other key European member states.

CENSolutions Ltd. Have the necessary resources in place, coupled with relevant experience to assist as many companies as possible through this legislation. It is imperative that EN 14351 is high up on the New Year agenda for all window and door fabricators.
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